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Summary: 
This is a story of two children’s experiences as Shin-chi follows his older sister Ski-shi-etko to 
residential school for the first time. This story was written by a family member of residential 
school students and includes the real life challenges and heartaches that these experiences posed 
on children and families. Shin-chi’s Canoe shines light onto Native American traditions, and 
perseverance. 
 
Reaction to the story: 
I absolutely love this story and the messages that it entails. Although it explores a sensitive topic 
of struggle, if aims to educate the reader about Native traditions and way of life (i.e. dugout 
canoes, sock-eye salmon, names, etc.). I enjoy the symbolism and critical thinking that is 
portrayed in the illustrations throughout the book. Overall, this is a wonderful book that will 
make you ‘feel something’ and will keep your students interested in this sometimes disregarded 
issue.   
 
Critical Questions: 
1.Throughout the book, I would ask questions regarding the symbolism between the illustrations 
and Native culture and experiences.  
     - Why did they wash their hair with Kerosene? 
     - Why did they decide to cut their own hair? 
     - Why did the author choose to represent the ride to the school as a snake? 
     - What is symbolic about the illustration colours? 
2. Should parents be the only ones making decisions for their children?  
3. Do you think the government truly meant no harm and that they thought they were helping the 
Natives by cleansing them of their culture?   
4. What could have been done to avoid the repercussions that occurred as a result of this effort 
by the Europeans? 
 
Curricular Connections:  
1. This story provides an excellent platform to discuss symbolism. 
2. This story can be used as part of a larger lesson on exploring various cultures around the world 
or within your class. 



3. This story can be used to analyse some of the challenges facing different groups of 
communities in Canada (B1.2 for Grade 8’s).  
4. This story can be used to discuss responsibly of various levels of government for dealing with 
social issues (B3.3 for Grade 5).  
5. This story can be used to explore significant events in history (A3.4 for Grade 6).  
6. Finally, this story can be used for critical thinking and reflection. 
 
Other books by Nicola I. Campbell: 
- Shi-shi-etko, 2005 
- Grandpa’s Girls, 2011 
-Max and the Purple Aliens, 2013 
* From Amazon.ca 


